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SUBJECT: DIPLOMATIC STATUS FOR THAI INVESTMENT COUNSELOR AND 
TRADE CENTER IN NEW YORK 

FOR HUMMEL FROM KINTNER 

1. 1 HAVE RECEIVED A COPY OF EA/TB'S JANUARY 24 
MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES CONCERNING DIPLOMATIC STATUS 
FOR AN "OFFICE OF INVESTMENT COUNSELOR" AND FOR A 
THAI TRADE CENTER IN NEW YORK CITY.THESE WILL BE 
TWO SEPARATE OFFICES REPRESENTING THE BOARD OF 
INVESTMENT AND THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, RESPECTIVELY. 

THEY WOULD BE CO-LOCATED IN THE NEW WORLD TRADE CENTER 
BUILDINGS. I HAVE YET TO RECEIVE THE TELEGRAM THAT 
I UNDERSTAND WILL BE FORTHCOMING ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. WE ROUTINELY ENJOY IN THAILAND PRIVILEGES THAT 
WOULD SHATTER THE MOST LIBERAL PRECEDENTS OF THE 
LEGAL ADVISOR AND THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL, NOT TO MENTION 
THE CONGRESS OF VIENNA. MOREOVER, THE HIGHEST LEVELS 
OF THEUSG CONSIDER THESE PRIVILEGES ESSENTIAL 
TO OUR TOP NATIONAL SECRUITY PRIORITIES RELATING 
TO INDOCHINA. THESE PRVILEGES INCLUDE, INTER 
ALIA, DIPLOMATIC STATUS FOR OUR COMMERCIAL SECTION HERE, 

AND OUR TRADE CENTER WHICH PRECEDED IT. IT ALSO INDLUDES 
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DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY FOR SOME 2500 MILITARY PERSONNEL 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE KINGDOM IN ADDITION TO AID 
PERSONNEL COVERED BY THE BILATERAL AGREEMENT. 
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3. OUR REPORTING HAS INDICATED THAT THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS IS EARNESTLY SETTING ABOUT THE TASK OF 
TRYING TO REDUCE AND "REGULARIZE" OUR PRESENCE HERE IN 
WAYS THAT PROMISE TO REDOOUND TO OUR EVERLASTING INCON- 
VENIENCE, NOT TO MENTION LOSS OF VALUABLE OPERATING 
FLEXIBILITY. THE MFA AND OTHERS HAVE BEEN ACCUSING US 
OF USING THAILAND FOR OUR OWN CONVENIENCE WITH SCANT 
CONSIDERATION TO THEIR NATIONAL INTERSTS. 

4. 1 CANNOT IMAGINE ANYTHING THAT WOULD CONVINCE THEM 
MORE OF THE RECTITUDE OF THEIR CAUSE, AND GIVE VOLATIVEL 
FUEL TO THEIR AGRMEENTS. THAN TO REFUSE TO GIVE FULL 
DIPLOMATIC STATUS TO THE PROPOSED "OFFICE OF INVESTMENT 
COUNSELOR" AND TRADE CENTER IN NEW YORK CITY. IT IS AN 
ACCIDENT OF HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY THAT IN THE U.S. WE 
PURPOSELY SEPARATED OUR COMMERCIAL AND FEDERAL 

CAPITALS. SUCH A DISTINCTION, WHICH IS NOW TECHNOLOGICALLY OBSOLETE, 

IS SURE TO BE TOTALLY LOST ON A THAI WHO ONLY SEES THAT THAILAND 
GIVES US VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING WE ASK, AND GETS LITTLE BY WAY OF 
RECIPROCITY. IT WILL MAKE AN UGLY HEADLINE INDEED WHEN 
MFA LEAKS THE NEWS TO THE PAPERS. 

5. 1 URGE YOU TO DO EVERYTHING YOU CAN TO HELP US BY 
CONVINCING THE POWERS THAT DECIDE THESE THINGS THATIN THIS 
INSTANCE THE U.S. NATIONAL INTEREST IS BETTER SERVED BY 
ACCEDING TO THAILAND'S MODEST REQUEST THAN BY PROTECTING 
PRECEDENTS AT THE RISK OF LOSING SOME OF WHAT WE 

ENJOY HERE. AT THE VERY LEAST. THE HEADS OF THESE TWO 
OOFFICES SHOULD HAVE DIPLOMATIC STATUS AND THE STAFF MEMBERS 
CONSULAR STATUS, ASSUMING THE RTG WOULD OBLIGE US BY 
CONFERRING THE NECESSARY CONSULAR TITLES ON THE OFFICIALS. 

(FYI: WE HAVE ALSO HEARD INFORMALLY THAT THE TOURIST 
ORGANIZATION OF THAIALND (TOT) IS ALSO CONSIDERING HAVING 
A REPRESENATIVE CO-LOCATED WITH THE OTHR TWO. DIPLOMATIC 
STATUS FOR TOT WOULD SEEM MUCH LESS IMPORTANT. AND 
INAPPROPRIATE. END FYI) 
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6. PLEASE KEEP ME POSTED ON THE PROGRESS OF THIS VERY 
URGENT MATTER. 

KINTNER 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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